Overview 
"The children of California shall be our children," Leland Stanford told his wife, Jane, when they began planning Leland Stanford Junior University as a memorial to their only son, who died of typhoid fever in 1884 at the age of sixteen. A leader in business and politics, Leland Stanford was one of the "Big Four" who built the western link of the first transcontinental railroad.  He was later elected governor of California and United States senator. In 1885 the California legislature passed an enabling act by which a university might be founded, endowed, and maintained through an ordinary deed of trust. Senator and Mrs. Stanford executed such a deed of trust on November 11, 1885, founding Stanford University. This document, known as The Founding Grant, conveyed to the 24 original trustees the Palo Alto Farm and other properties, directed that a university be established on the farm, and outlined the objectives and government of the University. The 8,800-acre campus and approximately $20,000,000 formed the original endowment. 

The objective of Stanford University, Jane and Leland Stanford wrote in the Founding Grant, is "to qualify its students for personal success, and direct usefulness in life; And its purposes, to promote the public welfare by exercising an influence in behalf of humanity and civilization, teaching the blessings of liberty regulated by law, and inculcating love and reverence for the great principles of government as derived from the inalienable rights of man to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."

Today, Stanford University is a private, non-denominational, residential institution of higher learning that is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Located about 35 miles south of San Francisco in suburban Palo Alto, Stanford University consists of seven major schools (Business, Earth Sciences, Education, Engineering, Humanities and Sciences, Law, and Medicine) and many additional interdisciplinary centers, programs, and research laboratories. 

Committed to the ideals of liberal education and professional excellence, Stanford currently enrolls approximately 6600 undergraduate and 8200 graduate students. The Stanford faculty, which numbers 1807, includes 16 Nobel laureates, 4 Pulitzer Prize winners, 24 MacArthur Fellows, 21 National Medal of Science recipients, 135 members of the National Academy of Sciences, 228 members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 83 members of the National Academy of Engineering, and 29 members of the National Academy of Education.

The Stanford University School of Education
The Stanford University School of Education (SUSE) offers programs for the following degrees: Doctor of Philosophy, Master of Arts, and Master of Arts with teaching credential. Specializations are grouped into three area committees: Curriculum Studies and Teacher Education, Psychological Studies in Education, and Social Sciences, Policy and Educational Practice. The School also houses several cross-area programs, including a program in Learning, Design, and Technology; the Undergraduate Honors Program; and the Stanford Teacher Education Program (STEP). The School of Education currently enrolls 193 doctoral and 221 master’s degree students and has a teaching staff of 46 full-time faculty members.
Available areas of concentration for the Masters degree are Curriculum Studies and Teacher Education; International Comparative Education; International Education Administration and Policy Analysis; Joint Degree with the Graduate School of Business; Joint Degree with the Law School; Learning Design and Technology; Policy, Organization, and Leadership Studies; Social Sciences in Education; Secondary Education; Elementary Education.

Available areas of concentration for the Ph.D. are Administration and Policy Analysis; Child and Adolescent Development; Curriculum Studies and Teacher Education; Educational Psychology; English Education/Literacy Studies; General Curriculum Studies; Higher Education; History/Social Science Education; International Comparative Education; Learning Sciences and Technology Design; Mathematics Education; Organization Studies; Psychological Studies in Education; Science Education; Social Sciences in Education; Social Sciences, Policy, and Educational Practice; and Teacher Education.

The Stanford Teacher Education Program

The Stanford Teacher Education Program (STEP) is a 12-month program leading to a Master of Arts in Education degree and a California Multiple Subject or Single Subject Preliminary Credential. Single Subject candidates pursue a credential in one of five content areas: English, History/Social Science, Mathematics, Science or World Languages. The 2007-08 STEP cohort includes 64 candidates pursuing a Single Subject credential and 11 candidates pursuing a Multiple Subject credential. Dedicated to the idea that teaching is intellectually rigorous work that requires inquiry and reflection, STEP helps candidates become aware of their professional values, flexible in their approaches to teaching and learning, and knowledgeable in their subject areas. STEP candidates have an unusual opportunity to combine practical and theoretical preparation. While completing university coursework, teacher candidates participate in concurrent field placements in local elementary and secondary schools, where they are mentored by an outstanding cohort of cooperating teachers and supervisors. 

Table O.1 shows the academic rank of SUSE faculty who teach in STEP.  This table includes only those faculty members, lecturers, and graduate teaching assistants with direct teaching responsibilities in STEP coursework.
Table O.1

Academic Rank of Professional Education Faculty

For Academic Year 2006-07
	Academic Rank
	
# of Faculty with Tenure
	Non-tenured Faculty

	
	
	# on Tenure Track
	
# Not on Tenure Track

	Professors

	7
	
	1

	Associate Professors
	2
	
	

	Assistant Professors
	
	4
	

	Instructors
	
	
	

	Lecturers
	
	
	10

	Graduate Teaching Assistants and Fellows
	
	
	24

	Total
	9
	4
	35


STEP provides the only professional degree program within the School of Education.  Table O.2 provides a summary of STEP’s review status.

Table O.2

Programs and their Review Status

	Program Name
	Award Level
	Program Level (ITP or ADV)
	Number of Candidates Enrolled
	Agency or Association Reviewing Programs
	Program Report Submitted for Review (Yes/No)
	State Approval Status
	National Recognition Status by NCATE

	STEP Secondary
	Master of Arts in

Education
	ITP 
	64
	CCTC (state)
	Yes
	Approved
	Nationally recognized

	STEP Elementary
	Master of Arts in

Education
	ITP 
	11
	CCTC (state)
	Yes
	Approved
	Not applicable*


* STEP Elementary admitted its first cohort in 2005 and therefore did not participate in STEP’s 2002 NCATE review.

Distance Learning Program

SUSE also houses the online Stanford CLAD Certification Program, which consists of three six-credit graduate courses offered to in-service teachers who desire the CLAD credential and wish to develop a deeper understanding of effective instruction for English Language Learners. SUSE Professors Kenji Hakuta and Guadalupe Valdés oversee the program. The program recently completed a separate review process for accreditation by the state and has received approval from the CCTC.   In consultation with NCATE, the STEP directors have determined that this program will not be included in the current NCATE review.
Changes Since Last Visit

Since the last visit, SUSE has created the position of associate dean for faculty affairs, currently filled by Professor Ed Haertel. This new position provides additional support to address the needs and concerns of the faculty. 

Significant program-level changes include the discontinuation of the Prospective Principals’ Program (PPP) and the addition of a Multiple Subject credential program to STEP. The addition of an elementary cohort has been an exciting development for STEP, particularly as it has expanded the scope of the program’s relationships with local schools.

In recent years SUSE has also sought substantial financial resources for fellowships to support candidates in financing their STEP year. In particular, the Dorothy Durfee Avery Loan Forgiveness Program provides an amount up to $20,000 to qualified candidates who plan to teach in underserved schools. After two years of teaching in an eligible school, half of the loan is forgiven, and after four years the remainder is forgiven. Fellowships like the Avery Loan Forgiveness Program contribute to STEP’s continuing efforts to recruit a diverse and talented pool of teacher candidates.

In 2007 Stanford University launched a K-12 initiative to marshal intellectual and financial resources on behalf of public education. This initiative is co-chaired by SUSE professor Kenji Hakuta, and several additional faculty members participate in its activities.

� During the 2006-07 academic year Professors Linda Darling-Hammond and Pam Grossman were on sabbatical.  Their return in 2007-08, in addition to the arrival of two new faculty members (Professors Claude Goldenberg and Hilda Borko), brings the total number of tenured professors teaching in STEP during the current academic year to 11.
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