
ED 228F: Becoming Literate in School II  
Fall 2022  

Mondays, 3:15 - 6:00pm  
 
Instructors  
Nikki Thornton: nikkit1@stanford.edu  
Elena Darling-Hammond: elenadh@stanford.edu 

Office hours by appointment.  

Course Description  
This course is the second of the three-course series, Becoming Literate in School, 
designed for  the STEP Elementary program. This class builds on the  
fundamentals in content, pedagogy, and  assessment for teaching reading and 
writing. Candidates explore theories and practices through a  variety of 
experiences, including discussion, in-class models and simulations, guided  
observation, assessment of students, lesson planning, teaching, and presenting 
to/reflecting with  colleagues.   

Course Objectives  
Students will be able to:  

● Describe and analyze instructional structures to facilitate literacy development. 
● Use literacy assessments to guide future instruction   
● Design, implement, and reflect on lessons incorporating research-based practices to 

facilitate  literacy development   
● Describe how lessons can be adapted to address cultural and linguistic differences as well 

as  individual learning needs    
● Develop a plan for instruction that incorporates multiple structures to support literacy  

development    

Course Website  
Announcements, readings, assignments, and course materials will be posted on Canvas.  

Course Readings  

Readings will be posted online. In addition, we will post a recommended reading/resource  list 
for you to use as you begin to build your own professional library over time.   

To prepare for the Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA), you can access 
general information and test prep materials at the following website: 
http://www.ctcexams.nesinc.com/TestView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/CA_RICA_Written_Pre
pMaterials.html 
 
 
Attendance and Participation  
Attendance and participation will benefit you in several ways. First, in class activities and 
class  discussions will help you refine your understanding of the topics covered in class. 
Second, being  present and actively participating will help you internalize the content so that 
you are able to use  it more fluently when it comes time for assessment (e.g., RICA and 



EdTPA) and implementation  (i.e., when you get in the classroom).   

Attendance: If absences are necessary, please contact us before class and follow up with us  
and/or your fellow students after class so you can catch up on what you missed. If you have 
to  be late for class or leave early, please try not to interrupt class and follow up with us 
and/or your  fellow students after class so you can catch up on what you missed.   

Participation: You will get the most out of class if you actively participate. We understand 
that it may look different for different people. Whatever form of active participation you 
prefer, please try to attentively and intentionally engage with the class material and 
activities. It will make class more productive (and more fun) for us all!   

Overview of Assignments and Grading  
Completing assignments for this class will help you internalize how to plan and 
implement  reading and writing lessons for elementary school students. Major 
assignments are as follows:  

Assignments Points 

Participation (attendance and participation)  25 

Literacy Lesson Development, Implementation, and Reflection Assignment 

• Draft Lesson Plan  25 

• Video of  Implementation of Lesson Plan & Lesson Plan FINAL               
   (as implemented with annotations noting where changes were made) 

25 

• Reflection of lesson  25 

Total  100 

We provide a description of this assignment later in this syllabus, and we will talk about 
them extensively in class so you feel prepared to tackle all assignments. We plan to give 
extensive feedback on all assignments. If we feel that it would benefit you to try to respond 
to that feedback in a revision, we may ask you to revise your assignments before we issue a 
final grade. We want you to feel you have learned from the assignments and have 
confidently mastered the objectives associated with each assignment. All assignments are 
due at the day and time noted on the syllabus. If you need an extension, please contact us 
before the due date/time so we can help you make a plan to complete the assignment and so 
we can be prepared to provide you with timely feedback once you turn in your assignment.   

 

Descriptions of Assignments  
Below we provide descriptions of assignments. We will provide more detail throughout the  
quarter. Please ask questions about the assignments if anything is unclear along the way. 
We  want to be sure you feel confident in completing all assignments for this class.   

Participation. Coming to class prepared (e.g., readings or pre-class activities completed) 
and  ready to actively participate in class activities (e.g., discussing readings, analyzing 
video,  preparing and modeling lessons, etc.) will ensure that you get the most out of this 
class. That is  why we put a lot of weight on participation in our grading scheme.  
 



Literacy Lesson Development, Implementation, and Reflection. This assignment 
will give you  an opportunity to practice designing, implementing, and reflecting 
on a literacy lesson.  Plan to talk with your CT well in advance about this 
assignment. You will choose a literacy lesson to teach.  Here are some literacy 
lessons you might choose from to teach:  

○ a read aloud lesson 
○ a phonics/word study lesson 
○ a guided reading lesson 
○ a writing lesson 
○ a reading or writing workshop minilesson 
○ a shared reading lesson  
○ an interactive or shared writing lesson 

● You can choose to teach this to the whole class or to a small group of students ( 3 - 5 
students)  

Let us know if you experience any difficulty with trying to  implement this 
assignment in your placement and we will help you work through it.  We are 
willing to revise the assignment or expectations if needed as long as you are able 
to meet the overall objectives of planning, implementing, and reflecting on a 
lesson for this class.  
This assignment has several components   
 

● A draft lesson plan   
● A final lesson plan with comments explaining what changed before 

instruction and during instruction as well as what you would change for 
next time   

● A video of implementation 
● A reflection discussing the strengths and challenges of the implemented 

lesson as well  as suggestions for what cud be taught in lessons following 
this one   
 

Policies  
Stanford Honor Code. Some of the assignments in this course are collaborative in nature in 
that  you will discuss them with and get feedback from your peers throughout the course. 
Though you  will be working together, the Stanford Honor Code still applies. Two specific 
areas to be aware  of are submitting others’ work as your own and plagiarism. Please be sure 
that you cite others’  ideas and text appropriately. For a full explanation of the Stanford 
Honor Code, please go to https://communitystandards.stanford.edu/policies-and-
guidance/honor-code.   

Work Quality. Part of becoming a teaching professional is disciplining oneself to produce 
high quality written documents. As a teacher, you will write parent newsletters, memos to 
the  principal and faculty, and case reports to specialists who support your students. Your 
level of  professionalism and knowledge will be judged in part by the way in which you 
present yourself  in writing. Because this is a literacy course, we would like you to showcase 
your best literacy  skills in the work you produce. All written assignments should be well-
crafted and edited. We  encourage you to help each other with revisions and editing. You 
may want to set up a writing  group for each assignment and provide each other with 
feedback. The Stanford Writing Center is  another great support but the tutors will not edit 
your work. You can sign up for a writing tutor at  http://swc.stanford.edu/.  



Students with Documented Disabilities. If you need an academic accommodation, please  
initiate this request with the Office of Accessible Education (OAE). (Let us know if you 
need  help with initiating this process.) Professional staff will evaluate the request with 
required  documentation, recommend reasonable accommodations, and prepare an 
Accommodation Letter  for us. Unless you have a temporary disability, Accommodation 
Letters are issued for the entire  academic year. You should contact the OAE as soon as 
possible since timely notice is needed to  coordinate accommodations. The OAE is located 
at 563 Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066,  URL: https://oae.stanford.edu/).  If you do not 
have a documented disability and accommodations or other supports would help you in this 
class, please reach out to us.  We are here to help. 

 

 

 
  

https://oae.stanford.edu/


Course Schedule 
Date  Topics in Class  Readings Due  Assignments/Reminders 

#1:  
M 
9/26 

Literacy Environments 
 

Response to Intervention and 
Differentiation in Literacy Instruction 
 

Types of Assessments  

N/A 
 

Bring 2 - 5 pictures of 
the literacy 
environment in your 
placement 

#2:   
M  
10/3 

Gradual Response of Responsibility 
(GRR)   

Literacy Essential:  Phonological & 
Phonemic Awareness  

Choose one to read about the GRR: 
* Video Explanation by Fisher and Frey 
 

* “Thirty-Five Years of the Gradual Release 
of Responsibility: Scaffolding Toward 
Complex and Responsive Teaching” article 
 

* Overview of GRR Framework 
 

AND 
 

Choose one to read about phonological & 
Phonemic Awareness: 
* What are Phonological and Phonemic 
Awareness? blog  
* Big 5 Under 5: Phonemic Awareness Video  

 

#3: 
M 
10/17 

Literacy Essential:  Phonological 
& Phonemic Awareness + 
Phonics  
 
Learning Differences that Impact 
Reading 
 
Explicit Phonics Lessons  

Choose one to read about the Phonics: 
* “Key Knowledge to Support Phonological 
Awareness and Phonics Instruction” article 
 

* Wiley Blevins: Video 1, Video 2, &  
Video 3 
 
 

Decide and 
communicate type of 
literacy lesson you will 
teach via class exit 
ticket 

#4:   
M 
10/24 

Literacy Essential:  Phonics and 
Fluency  
 
Decodable Texts   
 
Shared Reading  
 
Guided Reading 

Choose one to read about the Decodable Texts: 
* Choosing and Using Decodable Texts by 
Wiley Blevins (p. 37 - 47)  
* 11:33 - 17:24 - and 29:48 - 33:24  Wiley 
Blevins’ Webinar 

AND 
Choose one to read about fluency: 
* Important Approaches to Teaching Multilingual 
Learners to be Fluent Readers blog 
* “Is That How I Really Sound?  Using iPads for 
Fluency Practice” article 

 

#5:   
M  
10/31 

Literacy Essential:  Vocabulary 
Comprehension 
 

Vocabulary Strategies 
 

Minilessons  

Choose one to read about vocabulary: 
* “Lessons from a Decade of Research on 
Multifaceted Vocabulary Instruction” article 
* Five Research-Based Ways to Teach Vocabulary 
blog 
 
*Architecture of a Minilesson blog 
 

 

#6:   
M 
11/7 

Literacy Essential:  Comprehension  
 
Comprehension Strategies 
 
Book Clubs/Literacy Circles  

Choose one to read about comprehension: 
* “Knowledge at the Center of English Language 
Arts Instruction” article 
* Reading Comprehension Strategies Song 

AND 
Choose one of these comprehension in action 
videos to watch: 

Lesson Plan Draft Due  
on 11/7 by 11:59pm 

Receive feedback by 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2iNggN__QA
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VQ7AC2GGBCK5U97WQ5N5?target=10.1002/trtr.1799
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VQ7AC2GGBCK5U97WQ5N5?target=10.1002/trtr.1799
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VQ7AC2GGBCK5U97WQ5N5?target=10.1002/trtr.1799
https://pdo.ascd.org/lmscourses/pd13oc005/media/formativeassessmentandccswithelaliteracymod_3-reading3.pdf
https://heggerty.org/blog/phonological-awareness-and-phonemic-awareness/
https://heggerty.org/blog/phonological-awareness-and-phonemic-awareness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLsCodzmJ6U&list=PLZXVpwHTPnn3d3ojpqMNE0Fa2ZUw3qIGT&index=1&t=228s
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/6AZDA2ZEFQJQUHWA64RG?target=10.1002/trtr.2093
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/6AZDA2ZEFQJQUHWA64RG?target=10.1002/trtr.2093
https://youtu.be/sGJ5zVu8POQ
https://youtu.be/wjlqRO3KbxQ
https://youtu.be/7tBUIh5UOHo
https://youtu.be/M7bm06Wd43k?t=693
https://youtu.be/M7bm06Wd43k?t=1788
https://ellstudents.com/blogs/the-confianza-way/beyond-word-callingnbspimportant-approaches-to-teaching-multilingual-learners-to-be-fluent-readers
https://ellstudents.com/blogs/the-confianza-way/beyond-word-callingnbspimportant-approaches-to-teaching-multilingual-learners-to-be-fluent-readers
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/NZUUZCZTBRWZIE94PAEP?target=10.1002/trtr.1554
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/NZUUZCZTBRWZIE94PAEP?target=10.1002/trtr.1554
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/DQ3JDJPUMTZIGQVW3CCY?target=10.1002/trtr.2010
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/DQ3JDJPUMTZIGQVW3CCY?target=10.1002/trtr.2010
https://www.texasldcenter.org/teachers-corner/five-research-based-ways-to-teach-vocabulary
https://www.texasldcenter.org/teachers-corner/five-research-based-ways-to-teach-vocabulary
https://learn.cli.org/best-practices/reading-workshop/instruction/mini-lesson
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VMYXQWFSV5DBNIDBJZBD?target=10.1002/trtr.1758
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VMYXQWFSV5DBNIDBJZBD?target=10.1002/trtr.1758
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/VMYXQWFSV5DBNIDBJZBD?target=10.1002/trtr.1758
https://youtu.be/wxIZmgrK-xc


* Reciprocal teaching video 
* Collaborative Reading Video 

11/14 

Revise lesson plan 
based on feedback.  
Implement lesson and 
record a video of 
implementation 

#7:   
M 
11/14 

Literacy Essential:  Writing  
 
Learning Differences that Impact 
Writing 

Choose TWO to read about writing: 
* Teaching Elementary School Students to be 
Effective Writers Practice Guide Summary 
* Video of Self-Regulated Strategy Development  
* 6+1 Writing Traits blog 

#8:   
M 
11/28 
2-4pm 

Literacy Essential:  Writing  
 
Conferences & Small Group 

* What is a Writing Conference? blog 

#9: 
M 
12/12 

Lesson Plan Share and 
Reflections and Review for Rica 

N/A Lesson 
Implementation 
Video and Final 
Lesson Plan Due 

12/19 No Class Lesson Reflection 
Due 

 

https://youtu.be/tC032EkLC3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNV8baJGdWU
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_writingpg_summary_092314.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_writingpg_summary_092314.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARSB8zKeSBs
https://blog.udemy.com/6-traits-of-writing/
https://blog.heinemann.com/what-is-a-writing-conference

