CCTC Program Standard 14: Preparation to Teach Special Populations

in the General Education Classroom

In the professional teacher preparation program, each candidate develops the basic knowledge, skills and strategies for teaching special populations including students with disabilities, students on behavior plans, and gifted and talented students in the general education classroom. Each candidate learns about the role of the general education teacher in the special education process. Each candidate demonstrates basic skill in the use of differentiated instructional strategies that, to the degree possible, ensure that all students have access to the core curriculum. Each candidate demonstrates the ability to create a positive, inclusive climate of instruction for all special populations in the general classroom.  

14(a) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate learns about major categories of disabilities.

All candidates complete the required course ED285X: Supporting Students with Special Needs, which equips them with the basic knowledge, skills, and strategies for teaching special populations. Through course readings and examination of case studies, candidates become familiar with major categories of disabilities. The course focuses particularly on learning disabilities most commonly seen in the classroom (e.g., attentional difficulties, dyslexia, language processing issues, and social cognitive deficits). Candidates also become familiar with other categories of disabilities, including those related to sight and vision, auditory perception, and physical handicaps. 

14(b) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate learns relevant state and federal laws pertaining to the education of exceptional populations, as well as the general education teacher’s role and responsibilities in the Individual Education Program (IEP) process, including: identification; referral; assessment; IEP planning and meeting; implementation; and evaluation.

In ED285X: Supporting Students with Special Needs, candidates learn about state and federal laws pertaining to the education of exceptional students, including IDEA, ADA, and Section 504.  They become familiar with processes for identifying, referring, and assessing students with special needs. After reviewing the roles and responsibilities of the general education teacher, candidates apply this information to a hypothetical case of a special needs student.  They subsequently use this knowledge to prepare the final assignment for the class, a case study of a special needs student from their placement site (see Final Assignment). Candidates are also required to participate in at least one IEP and at least one SST meeting at their placement sites, after which they reflect on what worked and what they might do differently.

14(c) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate is provided with a basic level of knowledge and skills in assessing the learning and language abilities of special population students in order to identify students for referral to special education programs and gifted and talented education programs.

Candidates learn how to assess the learning and language abilities of special population students using a range of tools and resources. Drawing on classroom observations and interactions, candidates develop learning profiles that identify students’ developmental and emotional needs. Candidates learn to use reading, writing, and math inventories and to analyze student work samples to determine student strengths and challenges. They get acquainted with psychological tests and learn to interpret the results of these instruments.  Candidates also practice reading cumulative files to garner information about students’ learning and language abilities and other relevant data.

Candidates learn to assess students’ learning and language abilities in other STEP coursework as well: ED246C and G: Secondary Teaching Seminar and Elementary Teaching Seminar, ED388A: Language Policies and Practices, ED228: Becoming Literate in School (elementary only), and ED166: The Centrality of Literacies in Teaching and Learning (secondary only). See Program Standards 5, 7, and 13 for additional information.

14(d) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate learns to select and use appropriate instructional materials and technologies, including assistive technologies, and differentiated teaching strategies to meet the needs of special populations in the general education classroom.

In their subject-specific curriculum and instruction classes, candidates learn to plan instruction for students with a variety of academic backgrounds and a range of prior achievement, language proficiencies, and learning approaches. In ED285X: Supporting Students with Special Needs, candidates expand this knowledge to include teaching strategies and instructional materials that meet the needs of students with exceptionalities. Candidates learn about commonly used assistive technologies—e.g., Alphasmart keyboards, Draftbuilder, Inspiration, and Kurzweil III (a multisensory device that reads aloud text from scanned documents and the internet). They also learn to modify instruction to give special needs students access to the core curriculum, including modifications of instructional materials, assessment procedures, grading requirements, and classroom structures.

In preparing their PACT Teaching Events, candidates provide evidence of their ability to plan, instruct, and assess all students, including students with special needs. The prompts and rubrics for PACT specify the importance of attending to the learning needs of all students. 

14(e) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate learns the skills to plan and deliver instruction to those identified as students with special needs and/or those who are gifted and talented that will provide these students access to the core curriculum.

As with other STEP coursework, ED285X: Supporting Students with Special Needs emphasizes looking at students as individual learners with unique strengths and needs. A key principle of the course is the importance of building learning profiles of individual students, drawing on each student’s strengths, and addressing learning challenges incrementally with curricular support and personalized attention.

Issues of access to the core curriculum are also substantively addressed in each of the curriculum and instruction (C&I) course sequences. Each C&I course requires a major unit plan as a culminating project, and each course includes in its rubric for the plan the inclusion of strategies for making the unit’s material accessible to exceptional students. 

Candidates also learn how to build classrooms where students with different strengths and needs participate actively and equally in ED284: Teaching and Learning in Heterogeneous Classrooms (Single Subject candidates) and in ED244E and F: Elementary Classroom Culture and Management (Multiple Subject candidates). In these courses candidates learn how to identify the many intellectual, academic and social competencies of their students and to celebrate the various contributions students make when interacting with peers. 

14(f) Through planned prerequisite and/or professional preparation, each candidate learns skills to know when and how to address the issues of social integration for students with special needs who are included in the general education classroom.

In addition to other STEP coursework, ED285X: Supporting Students with Special Needs helps candidates build classroom communities that recognize the strengths of individual students rather than adopting a deficit view of students with special needs. Addressing issues of social integration is integral to building a classroom culture in which students accept differences. The course highlights these issues by emphasizing attention to students’ social thinking, support for students who do not read social cues well, and ways to help students understand and talk about social disabilities with sensitivity.  When preparing case studies for the final assignment, candidates discuss the social integration of their focus students in the classroom setting and consider additional ways to support that integration.
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